
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  August 2, 2009 
Title:  A Request of Two Brothers 
Text: Mark 10:32-45 (Gospel Parallels – Matthew 20:17-28; Luke 18:31-33 [Luke 

does not contain the request of James and John]) 
Theme: The cross corrects the curse and changes everything and everyone. 
Introduction:  
The cross creeps ever closer in our Lord’s relentless march toward Jerusalem.  The 
disciples were astonished and afraid with the sense of determination and inevitability 
of the imminent event.   There was still significant “mental fog” shrouding the minds of 
His immediate disciples. Again, Jesus reminds them of the fearful moment through 
graphic and vivid imagery.  It is against the backdrop of the cross we must read the 
request of two brothers. 

 

“Who are James and John, the Sons of Zebedee?” 
 

1. They responded to the call of God to follow Jesus and left their father’s business 
to do so (Mark 1:19, 20; Luke 5:10). 

2. They were a part of the original “12” (Luke 6:14). 
3. Jesus gave them the name “sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17). 

 
I’m not convinced this was a compliment as much as a description or qualifier of their 
personality.  This becomes more evident in Luke 9:51-56. 
 

4. They were a part of an “inner circle” of disciples that included Peter (Matt. 17:1; 
Mark 5:37; 9:2; 13:3; 14:33; Luke 8:51). 

5. There was something about them that was strongly contrary to the spirit of Christ 
(Luke 9:51-56 [READ]). 

 
54 “When His disciples James and John saw this, they said, ‘Lord, do You want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?’ 55 But He turned and 
rebuked them, and said, "You do not know what kind of spirit you are of; 56 for the Son of 
Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them." And they went on to another 
village” (Luke 9:54-56). 
 

6. They sought preeminence among the twelve (Mark 10:35-45). 
7. They continued to follow Christ even after His crucifixion and resurrection (Acts 

1:13). 
 
How do we assess James and John?  Were they pugnacious and quarrelsome or were they 
simply insensitive and narrow?  They also appear to be arrogant and self-aggrandizing.    It 
would appear that both James and John “had their moments” where they were “fleshly.”  
Regardless as to the conclusion we come to, they were a part of the original twelve and 
followed Jesus after His death, burial, and resurrection.  If we compared James and John to 
the qualities noted in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1, would they qualify as Elders of local 
churches?  Let us assume the answer is yes.  We should be encouraged that God uses 
significantly flawed people. 
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We have a strong tendency to use this as instruction on biblical greatness, but there is 
more here than we sometimes wish to admit.  We do have a statement as to what 
constitutes biblical greatness but there is something more, much more that must be 
addressed.  The cross changes everything.  And this change is immediate and direct. 
 
We are foolish to think that the cross leaves us unchanged.   
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
Jesus’ Ministry in Judea and Perea (ch. 10) 

o Teaching concerning Divorce (10:1–12)  
o Teaching concerning the Gospel (vv. 13-31) 
o A Request of Two Brothers (10:32–45)  
o Restoration of Bartimaeus’s Sight (10:46–52)  

Passion Week and Resurrection Sunday (Chapters 11-16) 

 
The Problem: 
The cross crashes against everything we deem important.  The cross changes 
everything.  We have been too narrow in evaluating the impact that the cross has in our 
lives individually and corporately.  Jesus has given His life as a ransom for many, but 
that is only a sliver of all that the cross does.  Right now in this moment the cross 
radically changes everything we are doing in every context and relationship.  It is only 
as we come to face the cross that we are following Christ. 
 
The Storyline: 
What the cross does is lift and reverses the curse.  The Garden of Eden is being restored.  
There is nothing prohibiting us from implementing a cross-like attitude in our 
moments.  This is what God is doing right now.  All our moments are God-like 
moments.  We are living in a kingdom that is already and not yet.  One area of 
application is that of personal ambition and self-aggrandizement.  The cross alters 
everything. 
 
Questions: 
 
Mark 10:32-34 

1. What caused His disciples to be amazed and fearful?  Was it what He just said or 
the resolve in which He was heading toward Jerusalem? 

2. Notice the enduring patience of our Lord in seeking to help His disciples 
understand. 

3. What was primary on the mind of Jesus?  Might this help us understand all of 
Scripture? 

4. Notice again Mark 8:22-9:1; 9:30-32 and now verses 32-34.  Can you feel the 
weight of what is happening and how this colored everything that transpired? 

5. What might you think and feel if you were a disciple of Jesus at this time? 
6. Do you think they comprehended the magnitude of what was about to happen? 
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Mark 10:35-45 
7. Think about how insensitive and ridiculous the question was from James and 

John.  What words might we use to describe their question in light of the context?  
Have you ever done this? 

8. What were they asking for? 
9. How is their question answered in Mark 9:33-50?  How are these two ideas 

similar and how are they different? 
10. Why are we so consumed with personal advantage and greatness?  Why is the 

role of a servant so different than what we want?  How does this relate to any or 
all relationships we are in? 

11. Their request was basically, “Go big or go home!” (v. 37) 
12. Notice what Jesus ties their question back to.  Notice their response.  It is marked 

by arrogance and proud self-assurance.   
13. Jesus assures them that they will suffer because of the cross.  Do you think they 

understood the depth of what they were about to encounter? 
14. When I read verse 40, I am struck by the humility of our Lord’s response.  Notice 

how the ten respond.  Why do you think they were indignant?  Where they 
offended for our Lord or because they wanted what James and John were asking 
for? 

15. Notice again the patient response of our Lord in verses 42-45. 
16. How does verse 44 tie into 10:31 and 9:35?  Are they related or different?  Can 

they be connected? 
17. What does this “slavery” look like at work, in the home as spouse and parent?  

What might this look like in the local church and within the larger body of Christ 
(9:33-50)? 

18. Who provides for the Christian the consummate example of this truth? 
19. Does the Bible ever speak in a cultural or historical vacuum?  Does it speak in a 

moral or religious vacuum?  How does His answer correspond to the Hebrew 
Scripture? 

20. Why do you think Mark dropped this passage in his narrative? 
21. How does this passage relate to the overall flow of Mark’s story? 
22. What part does this paragraph have to the storyline of the Bible? 

 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the life changing power of the 
cross. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose Jesus and His cross over our own 
way. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of the cross in the rejecting of 
our own ways. 
 
 
This passage invades our moments and points out how wrong we are in our current 
way of thinking. 
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Outline: 
 

I. The imminent terror of the cross-work (vv. 32-34) 
 

A. The confusion and fear of His disciples (v. 32) 
 
There was uneasiness among His disciples brought about by ignorance, the unexpected 
and threat.  They simply could not wrap their minds around a Messiah dying.  Both 
amazing and afraid are imperfect tenses suggesting an ongoing state of mind.  Luke, in 
commenting on their inability to grasp this thought records for us the following 
commentary. 
 

“But the disciples understood none of these things, and the meaning of this 
statement was hidden from them, and they did not comprehend the things that 
were said” (Luke 18:34). 

 
“But Mark and Matthew show how the minds of two of the disciples were wholly 
occupied with plans of their own selfish ambition while Jesus was giving details of his 
approaching death and resurrection.”1    The contrast between the inevitable cross and 
the apparent indifference and calloused self-aggrandizing is painful. 
 
“They began to fear coming disaster as they neared Jerusalem. They read correctly the 
face of Jesus.”2   
 

B. The clarity and resolve of the Master (vv. 33, 34) 
 
“This is the third time Jesus has solemnly warned the disciples about what’s going to 
happen to him.  It isn’t taking him by surprise.  Many thinkers in our own day have 
found it incredible that Jesus would have thought about his own death in this 
deliberate, focused way.  Well, his followers at the time found it incredible too.”3   
 
Our Lord’s first disclosure is at Caesarea Philippi (Mark 8:31-38) and than in Mark 9:30-
40 where He initially addresses His disciples request for personal greatness. 
 
“Three times Jesus foretold the things that were to happen to him in Jerusalem, and as 
Mark tells of these warnings, each time they grow grimmer and some further detail of 
horror is included.  At first (8:31) it is the bare announcement.  At the second time the 
hint of betrayal is there (9:31).  And now at the third time the jesting, the mocking and 
the scourging appear.”4   
 
Jesus walked before His disciples.  Jesus will never ask us to follow where He has not 
already led.  When Jesus asks us to give up everything we know to follow Him, this is 
exactly what He did when He became incarnate.  When Jesus asks us to die, this is 
exactly what He did.   
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Nothing could or would deter Him from fulfilling the will of the Father. 
 

II. The misplaced request for power (vv. 35-40) 
 
Matthew (20:20) tells us it was their mother who came and made the request.  Let all 
parents be forewarned.  Parents take note of the requests and desires you have for your 
children.   
 

A. An outrageous request (vv. 35-37). 
 
Mark intentionally sets the meditative and “painful” picture of a contemplative Messiah 
in verses 32-34 with the request of these two brazen and brash disciples.  Their timing 
could not have been more off.   
 
“James and John want to turn Jesus’ messianic journey to Jerusalem into a march to 
glory – a glory in which they will sit on either side of him when he reigns as king.”5   
 
What I find interesting in their request is that Jesus has already invited His disciples to 
ask Him whatever they wish and He will do it (Mark 9:23 “All things are possible to 
him who believes”; see also John 14:13; 15:16).  This idea is also present in the transfer of 
authority that Jesus seems to consistently bring into the various miracle working 
scenarios.   
 
“They are looking for a grand Jewish world empire with apocalyptic features in the 
eschatological culmination of the Messiah's kingdom. That dream brushed aside all the 
talk of Jesus about his death and resurrection as mere pessimism.”6    I find this 
personally painful.  Today we offer a convenient Christ who serves and services our 
every desire, need and want.  I know I say, “Jesus is the answer to every question and 
the solution to every problem,” but what do we do when this does not appear to be the 
case?  What happens when our lives do not become better but harder?  Why does it 
appear that our Christian life seems so much harder than those who do not believe?  
Why is this so?  It is so because we are people of the cross.   
 

B. A rhetorical response (v. 38). 
 
The cup represents the suffering the Messiah would endure to reverse the curse.  The 
baptism is that which identifies Him as the chosen of God.  When Jesus speaks of the 
right and the left He could be referencing the two thieves who would join Him in His 
sufferings.  Why do we think glory and not one of the two thieves?  
 
The cup and baptism speak to the full submerging of the individual into the experience 
that lies before him.  “The expression, as Jesus used it here, had nothing to do with 
technical baptism.  What he is saying is, ‘Can you bear to go through the terrible 
experience which I have to go through?  Can you face being submerged in hatred and 
pain and death, as I have to be?’  He was telling these two disciples that without a 
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cross there can never be a crown.  The standard of greatness in the Kingdom is the 
standard of the Cross.”7   
 

C. A delusional perspective (v. 39 “We are able”) 
 
“Amazing proof of their ignorance and self-confidence. Ambition had blinded their 
eyes. They had not caught the martyr spirit.”8   
 

D. A clarifying insight (vv. 40, 41) 
 
You will face suffering and death, but for those who sit at my right or left hands are 
outside of my authority to grant. 
 
“Jesus told them that the ultimate issue of things belonged to God.  the final assignment 
of destiny was his prerogative.  Jesus never usurped the place of God.  his own whole 
life was one long act of submission to his will and he knew that in the end that will was 
supreme.”9   
 

III. The patient instruction by the Rabbi (vv. 41-45) 
 
Upon hearing of this dialogue the others are “indignant.”  Indignant speaks of 
“agitated, afflicted.”  I do not believe they were agitated by the insensitivity, arrogance, 
and lunacy of James and John.  They were kicking themselves because they had not 
approached the Lord first.  Our Lord faces the cross, and here He must once more deal 
with dissension and in-house fighting among His closet disciples.  Our Lord’s 
explanation of Christ-like greatness is not to assuage the conflict between the disciples, 
but to explain why they were all wrong. 
 

A. A problematic picture (v. 42). 
 
Everything around us shouts to the contrary of biblical greatness.  Whether we live in 
Rome under Caesars, Iran under Ayatollahs, or in America under a democracy 
everything functions contrary to the cross and under the curse. 
 

B. A paradoxical call (vv. 43, 44). 
 
The cross reverses the curse.  There is a fuller expansion on kingdom truth that awaits 
installment, but right now this is the call that we must answer. 
 

C. A perfect savior (v. 45). 
 
“This is one of the great phrases of the gospel, and yet it has been sadly mishandled and 
maltreated.  People have tried to erect a theory of the atonement on what is a saying 
of love.  This saying of Jesus is a simple and pictorial way of saying that it cost the life 
of Jesus to bring men back from their sin into the love of God.  It means that the cost of 
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our salvation was the Cross of Christ.  Beyond that we cannot go, and beyond that we 
do not need to go.  We know only that something happened on the Cross which 

opened for us the way to God.”10   
 
“The cross is not, for Jesus or for Mark, a difficult episode to be got through on the way 
to a happy ending.  It is precisely God’s way of standing worldly power and authority 
on its head.  When, at the end of this passage, Jesus quotes the servant song (‘. . . to give 
his life as a ransom for many’), he is making the point, with which Isaiah would have 
emphatically agreed, that the kingdom of God turns the world’s ideas of power and 
glory upside down and inside out.”11   
 
All of this bustling for position and power that seems so prevalent in our business and 
political arenas is foreign to biblical Christianity.  Wanting to be our best for the sake of 
the kingdom and desiring to improve our gifting is right, but wanting power and 
applause for personal gain that is detached from kingdom values is evil and devilish.   
 
Evil and devilish, those are the words I’ve used.  When Peter attempted to stop God’s 
economy for kingdom truth Jesus said, “Get behind me Satan.”  It is clear that all of our 
posturing for personal gain that is absent from kingdom truth is evil and devilish.    
Each one of us must evaluate our personal ambition.   
 
I recognize that we will wish to over qualify this idea and in qualifying we have the 
power to dismiss and weaken, but I think we know what this text is saying and we are, 
like those initial disciples, amazed AND afraid. 
 
Those who followed most closely to Jesus were amazed at His persistent march toward 
the cross and were equally afraid of the cross.  They did not want the cross to be a part 
of following Him.  They knew what the cross meant.  It meant death to self and to all 
that this entails.  It means saying to the rich young ruler, “Sell all you possess, give to 
the poor and follow me” (Mark 10:21).  The cross appraises the things of this world and 
concludes by calling it “dung” (Phil. 3:8).   The cross reshapes everything and the 
disciples found this frightening.   
 
We have correctly seen the cross as primarily dealing with our sin and offense before 
God, but let us not forget that the cross corrects the fall.  Everything about us is 
permeated by the fall.  The cross does deal with our deliverance from sin, but this 
deliverance equally addresses the fall as it relates to our social-political context.  There 
is not an area where the fall has not corrupted and there is not an area where the cross 
has not corrected. 
 
“[The cross] challenges and subverts all the human systems which claim to put the 
world to rights but in fact only succeed in bringing a different set of humans out on 
top.” 12  
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Friend, everything our government attempts to do to alleviate the suffering of its 
citizens is ultimately going to fail.  I do not care who is in office or what party holds the 
office and has the dominate voice.  All of the various reshufflings offered by our 
President simply puts different people at the top of the pile. 
 
There is only one health care system that is universally applicable to everyone 
everywhere at all times and it is the one that leads people to King Jesus.  You might 
groan at this perspective and the oversimplification that this pastor has to offer, but if 
you and I as the people of God continue to look to the government and not to God as 
the ultimate solution to our every day problems, than we are no better than the 
unbelieving.  My flesh wants the easy way out.  But the cross looms larger and I, like 
you, must go the way of it and it really does change everything. 
 
Let us not kid ourselves.  We also find the cross a fearful things.  No matter how hard 
we try, we cannot escape it if we are to be Christian.  The cross does not separate itself 
from our social-political context, the cross crushes and rebirths our social-political 
context.  Think with me how radical our marriages, our communities, our government, 
our fellowship would be if we no longer sought the seat of preeminence, but rather 
simply sought to serve one another and to give our lives in behalf of others? 
 
Let us continue in our study to show the life changing power of the cross in our social-
political relationships.  Right now the Holy Spirit is telling you what is wrong with your 
flesh.  He is telling you that your flesh has made inroads in your heart and right now 
He is calling to you for you to confess it as sin and to put it off.   
 
Think of your marriage, your parenting, you as a child, in the context of schooling, 
sports, recreation, business, employment, church, life.  Where does this evil raise its 
ugly head?  This quest, this hunger for ascendancy is evil and devilish. 
 
If your desire is for the advancement of His kingdom and not your own, then so be it.  
Let us remember that initial structure our Lord gave to His disciples when they asked 
Him to teach them to pray. 
 
Matthew 6:9, 10 
Pray like this: 
Our Father in heaven, 

� May your name be [honored/kept holy]. 
� May your Kingdom come soon. 
� May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

 
That request sits in contrast to our quest for personal greatness.  The request is for 
God’s exaltation and not our own. 
 
“We must remember again that one of Mark’s underlying themes throughout these 
chapters is that of following Jesus.  When we look at the picture he’s drawing, we too 
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may be amazed, horrified and afraid.  But Jesus is going up to Jerusalem, turning the 
world’s values and power-system on their heads, setting off to give his life as a ransom 
for many.  If we want to receive what he has to offer, we have no choice but to 
follow.”13 
 
Jesus is the prize.  Everything else that happens as a consequence to this is quite 
irrelevant.  I do not know how else to say this.  When God sent His Son, He gave us all 
that there was to give and receive.  After this, nothing else truly matters.  When will you 
and I get this? 
 
As harsh as we come down on James and John for their lack of understanding and 
insensitivity, they were still following Jesus and believing that a kingdom was coming 
where He would rule and reign. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Have you met Jesus at the cross? 
2. Have you prayed and lived the opposite of the disciples’ prayer?  Or have 

you made everything about you? 
3. Right now the Holy Spirit is calling out to you.  How will you respond?  It is 

time to give up and to give in to God.  Let us do so today. 
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